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Dear Delton Kellogg Schools students, parents, and community,

At a recent board meeting, I gave an update regarding the financial 
health of the district, as well as updates on enrollment and regarding 
our instructional initiatives.

Financial Health- Our fund balance increased from 7.16% to 7.93% 
at the end of the 2019-2020 school year. Fund balance is essentially 
how much the district has in "savings," which is an indicator of the 
financial health of the district and is needed in case of an emergency. 
This healthy fund balance is due to cost savings measures we've put 
into place and having a fiscally conservative approach. 

This will result in an increase to teacher salaries this year, and we 
have also increased wages for paraprofessionals by $1 an hour and 
secretaries by $.50 an hour. Part of the district's strategic plan is to 
increase staff wages and to remain competitive with neighboring 
districts. 

I am often asked why some schools in Kent or Kalamazoo County 
have higher teacher salaries. This is because those schools receive 
more funding than we do, since their ISD reimburses them more and 
because they have an enhancement millage. All schools receive 
some sort of reimbursement for special education services from their 
county's Intermediate School District (ISD). However, not all ISDs 
collect the same amount of money. Barry ISD's special education 
millage is 2.17. Compare that to Kalamazoo whose special education 
millage is 4.39. Kalamazoo also has an enhancement millage of 1.5 
which results in their schools receiving roughly an extra $250 per 
student. Kalamazoo schools are reimbursed 100% of allowable 
special education costs. We were reimbursed 13% last year and 
have no enhancement millage. The difference is about $1.5 million 
that DKS would receive if we were in Kalamazoo county. This is not 
Barry ISD's fault. It's simply that their millage rates are much lower. 

So the bottom line is that regardless of us receiving less funding, we 
continue to remain competitive with surrounding districts. Also, as a 
side note, we have refinanced the debt from the 2013 bond. This will 
result in a savings over $200,000 for tax payers!

Instructional Initiatives- Last year we implemented a new reading 
curriculum in grades K-8. We also applied to start an Early Middle 
College program, which began this school year allowing high school 

students to take college classes for free to earn certificates in 
programs such as Nursing. DKS also had training on developing 
curriculum maps and assessments in grades 9-12. The bottom line is 
that we are constantly working to improve student learning!

Enrollment- This year's enrollment is unofficially 1148 students, 
compared to 1188 last October. Keep in mind that we did not enroll 
12 foreign exchange students like we normally do, because of 
COVID. Also, 19 students left DKS this year to do virtual school 
through another district or to homeschool because of COVID. 
Considering these factors, we feel positive about our enrollment 
numbers, especially since about 1/3 of our Kindergarten class is 
school of choice! 

Challenges for this year- One challenge that we anticipated at the 
beginning of the year was state funding. However, last week we 
found out that funding per pupil would not decrease, but would in fact 
increase by $65. This is great news! 

Other challenges for this year include offering an online learning 
program. Another challenge is the implementation of new safety 
requirements or changes to those requirements, such as the 
requirement change for masks, which I explain below. 
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State of the District: 2020-2021

New Mask Requirement for Grades K-5

On Friday, Sept. 25, Governor Whitmer signed Executive Order 2020-185 requiring all students K-5 to wear face masks in the 
classroom. This new requirement goes into affect on October 5. Previously, it was just a recommendation, but this new executive order 
makes it a requirement. The order states that it has now become clear that COVID-19 can be deadly to younger children and that 
children may pass the virus to their parents after catching it at school. 

The health department had previously given guidance saying younger students didn't need to wear masks because they are less likely 
to catch COVID, they don't project spit as far as older students when they breath, and they have a difficult time wearing masks without 
touching them with their hands, which spreads germs.  I am not aware of the new information that prompted the governor's change in 
this requirement. Even though infection rates are very low in Barry County, we must ultimately have to follow the requirements dictated 

by the state. If you would like to contact Governor Whitmer?s office, you may find her office?s contact information by clicking here. 

We have had a great start to the school year and we want to continue to keep this positive momentum going regardless of what new 
requirements come our way. We have worked hard to put protocols in place that keep students and staff safe, while still creating an 
environment conducive to learning that is warm and welcoming. Thank you for helping us make this possible!

 -Kyle Corlett, Superintendent

2020 has seen changes in how we operate to improve student safety, 
such as having middle school Band outside.
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Technology Repairs
Device Repair Request- Parents can complete this form to 
notify our technology staff of an iPad or Chromebook that 
needs to be repaired- Device Repair Request Form for 
Parents. Please fill out the form before dropping off the 
device. Drop off times will be Mondays from 10 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Sep t. 28, 20 20

We would like to thank the community again for their 
support of our 2019 bond. Below are photos showing 
the beginning of construction for our football field 
and parking lots, and the finished product. 

The next major project is the demolition of the old 
elementary building and the construction of its 
replacement. Planning of the design will begin this 
winter, with construction starting the Spring of 2022. 
Before then, bond dollars will be used to purchase 
new technology for our middle school students, all 
classroom teachers, and some more new buses.

Bond Update- 
Completed Summer Projects Look Amazing

Pictured at the top is the artificial turf football field during 
construction this summer. On the bottom is the finished product.

COVID-19 Update
At the time of this writing, there has not been a single 
DKS staff member or student who has tested positive 
of COVID-19 during the school year. 

The district meets with the Barry/Eaton Health 
Department every Wednesday to go over the latest 
available data and recommendations. The data 
provided by the health department is available to the 
public at the website- mistartmap.info. 

As of Sept. 23, the percent of positive tests in Barry 
County is 1.7% and the rate of new cases daily is 3. 

Executive Order 2020-185 requires school district 's to 
publish positive COVID-19 cases. At this time, DKS is at 
zero.

Pictured at the top is the parking lot behind the elementary school 
after the old wood shop was demolished. On the bottom is the 
new, safer parking lot, including a play area with basketball hoops.

https://forms.gle/HtLtQqKD4HpLq5fXA
https://forms.gle/HtLtQqKD4HpLq5fXA
https://forms.gle/HtLtQqKD4HpLq5fXA
https://forms.gle/HtLtQqKD4HpLq5fXA
https://forms.gle/HtLtQqKD4HpLq5fXA
https://forms.gle/HtLtQqKD4HpLq5fXA
https://mistartmap.info/


DK  School s Com m un i ty  New sl et ter
G R O W I N G  T O G E T H E R .  P U R S U I N G  E X C E L L E N C E

                       

Fall Sports Schedule 20-21

10/2 @ Lawton  7 p.m.

10/9 @ Saugatuck  7 p.m.

10/16 vs. NorthPointe Christian 
(Homecoming)  7 p.m.

10/23 vs. Schoolcraft (Senior 
Night)  7 p.m.

10/30 Districts TBA

 

Varsity Football

10/1 vs Lawton  6 p.m.

10/8 vs Saugatuck  6 p.m.

10/15 vs Plainwell Freshman  6 
p.m.

10/22 @ Schoolcraft  6 p.m.

   

JV Football

9/28 @ Comstock  5 p.m.

9/30 vs Constantine  6 p.m.

10/2 vs Kalamazoo Home School  6 
p.m.

10/5 vs Hackett Catholic Prep  6 p.m.

10/7 @ Fennville  5:30 p.m.

10/12 @ Lawton  6 p.m.

10/14-24 Districts TBA

  

  

  

Varsity Boys Soccer

9/30  Conference Jamboree #2 @ 
Fennville  5 p.m.

10/15 SAC Final @ Gilmore Car Museum  
4:30  p.m.

10/30-10/31  MHSAA Regionals  TBA

11/2 Barry County Invitational @ 
Lakewood  TBA

11/7 MHSAA Finals   TBA

   

 

   

Varsity Cross Country

Varsity Volleyball

9/29 vs Constantine  6:30 p.m.

10/3 @ Harper Creek  8:30 a.m.

10/6 @ Parchment  6:30 p.m.

10/10 @ Wayland  8 a.m.10/13 vs Hackett 
Catholic Prep  6:30 p.m.

10/15 vs Gobles  6:30 p.m.

10/17 @ Constantine  TBA

10/20 vs Galesburg  6:30 p.m.

10/22 @ Fennville  6:30 p.m.

10/24 @ Bangor  9 a.m.

11/2 MHSAA Disctricts TBA
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Fall Sports Schedule

9/29 vs Constantine  5:30 p.m.

10/1 @ Hopkins Quad  5 p.m.

10/3 @ Coldwater  8:30 a.m.

10/5 @ Lakewood Mini Quad  5 p.m.

10/6 @ Parchment  5:30 p.m.

10/13 vs Hackett Catholic Prep  5:30 p.m.

10/15 vs Gobles  5:30 p.m.

10/19 @ Plainwell 5 p.m.

10/20 vs Galesburg  5:30 p.m.

10/22 @ Fennville  5:30 p.m.

10/26 @ Gull Lake Quad 4 p.m.
  

JV Volleyball

9/29 Conference Jamboree #2 @ Gilmore Car 

Museum  5:30 p.m.

10/1 @ Vicksburg Middle School  5 p.m.

10/6 SAC Conference Final @ Kalamazoo Christian 

Middle School  5:30 p.m.

10/10 @ Vicksburg Middle School  TBA
   

Middle School Cross Country

9/28 @ Martin  5 p.m.

9/30 vs St Monica  4:15 p.m.

10/5 vs Parchment  4:15 p.m.

10/7 @ Galesburg  4:15 p.m.

10/12 vs Kalamazoo Christian  4:15 p.m.

10/14 @ Fennville  5 p.m.

10/19 vs Martin  5 p.m.

10/21 @ St Monica  4:15 p.m.

  

   

7th and 8th Volleyball

Varsity Girls Swim & Dive

10/1 @ Calvin Christian (Grandville Middle School)  6 
p.m.

10/3 @ Grand Rapids Ottawa Hills  TBA

10/6 @ Hastings CERC (vs Fremont)  6 p.m.

10/8 @ Hastings CERC (vs Unity Christian)  6 p.m.

10/9-10/10 MISCA MEET  TBA

10/15 @ Hastings CERC (vs Grand Rapids Ottawa Hills)  
6 p.m.

10/17 Freshman/Sophmore Meet @ Ottawa Hill TBA

10/22 @ Hastings CERC (vs Wayland) Cancer Awareness 
Meet  6 p.m.

10/29 @Hastings CERC (vs Ionia)  6 p.m.

11/6 @ Hastings CERC Tier II Conference @ 3:30 p.m.

11/7 @ Hastings CERC Tier II Conference @ 10 a.m.

11/10 Second Shave Meet TBA

11/11 Annual Chicks vs Bricks Meet @ Hastings CERC  
TBA

11/12 MHSAA Regional DIve  TBA

11/20-11/21 MHSAA Finals  TBA
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